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THE MUTUAL CHALLENGE OF LIBRARY SERVICES TO LABOR 


Library service to labor, largely a potential thing, is a mutual challenge 
to trade unionists and librarians, 


First this is a challenge because little has been done as yet. The hard 
fact is that relatively few workers use the libraries as they should. This is the 
challenge. It is a mutual challenge to libraries and to trade unions because - 
increasingly - workers need this vital resource, First, of course, it is the 
library's duty to serve its constituents, the citizens of the community. Clearly 
this duty involves making known to the various "publics" the services and resources 
available and this process of "making known" is a positive duty, not merely a passive 
responsibility. Certainly, though, labor also has a responsibility to learn more 
about our libraries. It is a matter of labor and librarians getting together, 


When one speaks of labor one means, necessarily, organized labor, It is 
through the trade union that contact can be made with workers, and this is best done 
through the regular machinery of the unions! administration. The AFL-CIO merger 
means just one trade union center for the United States, and this simplifies the 
problem. Therefore, let us first say a word to librarians about the structure of the 
AFL-CIO, 


In every state we have a state branch of the AFL-CIO. It is the state's 
central body of labor and is located in the state capital or principal city. Your 
organizations, the State Library Associations, will work with that group. Local 
public libraries, however, are working within their own cities and so are more 
interested in the city-wide organizations. 


Our city-level organizations, under differing titles, are our central 
labor unions. They are delegate bodies representing all of the trade councils and 
local unions in that city. They are the top AFL-CIO organization in each city, and 
they are the city branches of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations. City branches are chartered in over 900 cities in the U.S. 
and its territories. These city bodies of the former AFL and the former CIO are now 
merging, and librarians can soon meet with just one organization representing organ- 
ized labor, 
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If librarians would like the name and address of the top official in their 
city, they can write the AFL-CIO at 815 16th St., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


In very small towns, of course, there are too few locals to form a central 
body. In these, contact should be with the local unions directly; and they can be 
located quite readily in the telephone book, 


We sincerely urge librarians to contact the central bodies in their cities 
and arrange to meet the top officers of them. In most instances, they would be most 
happy to know the librarians and will arrange for them to speak to their regular 
meeting. You might, together, plan a tour of the library for their officers and 
their Education Committee. The most important thing, of course, is a first contact. 


It may be asked, though, whether library=-labor ccoperation is just a "nice" 
thing in a general way or whether it has specific application. Let us consider that. 


The trade union exists to advance the well-being of the country and, there- 
by, of its membership. We believe that what is good for the U. S. is good for the 
trade unionist. The first function of a union is to bargain collectively with 
employers. Thus it has need for economic di .» on the community, the trade or industry 
in which it operates, the state anc region. It needs facts about the economic 
picture in its home area. In addition to economic fact needs, however, the trade 
union movement has other needs and other interests. 


~——~Today's American trade union has specific concern with the housing situa- 
tion, the recreational facilities, civil defense, the adult education opportunities, 
the cultural possibilities, the intergroup problems, and the public schools and 
transportation in each community. Librarians can help the trade union members and 
leaders learn about these things. They can help workers improve their cultural life 
and their community participation. 


Today's American trade union movement is heavily committed to the main- 
tenance or establishment of freedom throughout the earth. Accordingly, it stations 
representatives overseas in Asia, Africa, and Europe to assist and strengthen the 
free trade unions in those areas in their battle for survival against the reactionary 
tyranny of Communism. In this task we have trade unionists serving as representa- 
tives of the International Cooperation Administration, and others working with the 
U. N. through the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions; we have an 
International Relations Department in our Washington headquarters, representatives in 
the International Labor Organization, labor attaches in U. S. embassies and consulates 
abroad, and affiliation with the constructive progrem of UNESCO, These activities 
can bear full fruit only if the AFL-CIO members in all of the towns and cities know 
of them and know of the problems the AFL-CIO is attempting to solve, 


From this can be seen the broad needs of organized labor today. The union 
worker, through his organization, is working for bread and peace and freedom, in his 
home, his city, and his world, 


What has been done about bringing library-labor cooperation to bear on this 
need? The American Library Association has, as a standing committee, The Joint 
Committee on Library Service to labor which meets several times each year, The ALA 
and AFL-CIO are represented on that committee. It publishes this quarterly newsletten 
It relates the new developments in library service to labor. 


Some of the projects being conducted about the country certainly deserve 
your attention, Among them are the projects of the Chicago Public Library which has 
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a fine and longstanding record of service to lebor. Others are being carried on, in 
an expanding way, from coast to coast. Successful projects have been undertaken to 
bring bookmobiles to factories, to add labor shelves to public libraries, to bring 
librarians to union halls to explain their resources, to bring unionists to libraries 
to learn of them at first hand, to arrange for local union librarians and library 
shelves within the union halls and for library displays at union educational projects, 
to provide library or book review columns for labor newspapers, and to do many other 
useful things. 


None of these projects is too burdensome. All are mutually rewarding. 
The national and international unions and the AFL-CIO itself stand ready to 


help library=-labor cooperation in any wey. The initial contact is most important. 
The rest will come. 


A NEW TREASURE TROVE FOR LABOR AND LIBRARIANS 





The many valuable books and archival materials of the New York Women's 
Trade Union League were formally turned over to the library of the New York State 
Labor Department at 80 Centre Street, New York, on Friday, November 19th, 


These records of labor and industrial history cover the period from 190) 
to 1955. They have been arranged and organized and are now housed in a separate 
section of the Department's library, to be known as the Women's Trade Union League 
Collection. When the League ended its activities last year, feeling that its 
purposes and aims could now be handled by the unions themselves, the entire collection 
was offered to Labor Commissioner Lubin, who realizing its value, accepted it eagerly. 
It includes, in addition to some early books on labor, some of the old incustrial 
surveys, pamphlets issued by the Women's Trade Union League, photographs of historic 
events and persons, albums of contemporary clippings on such strikes as the Waist- 
makers of 1911, the Cloak Makers, the fights attending the organizing of the Laundry 
Workers. Much of the history of social and labor legislation is reflected in the 
correspondence of the League and in the bills introduced by them at various times. 
In fact, this collection makes available to any student of industrial or labor 
conditions in the first half of the century much rere data - both human and economic. 


At the dedication, Rose Schneiderman, the long-time President of the 
Women's Trade Union League, introduced the chief speaker, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, who 
was also long identified with the League. Mrs. Rooseveit stressed the fact that the 
League had not only done yeoman and pioneer work in organizing women into unions at 
a time when the entire labor movement was struggling for recognition, thus improving 
their working conditions and wages, but had also served as a valuable agency for 
educating the public at large to the needs of millions of working women and the 
problem they faced as wives, mothers and often, underpaid workers. 


It is the hope of both the Women's Trade Union League and the New York 
State Department of Labor that this collection, which is open to the public, will 
prove useful to students all over the country. 


by Gerel Rubien 
Educational Director 
Local 62, International 
Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, 
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LABOR EXHIBIT 


The Chicago Public Library's annual September exhibit, "Labor in America," included 
an exhibit of union labels by the Union Label League and sample publications from all 
the international unions. The exhibit received publicity in one Chicago daily news- 
paper this year. A bibliography of trade union histories was also prepared for the 
exhibit, and it is included here. 


TRADE UNION HISTORIES 





Prepared by Social Sciences & Business Department 
The Chicago Public Library 


The Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Americas; a study in progressive trades-unionism, 
by Charles E, Zaretz, 


The American Miners! Association; a record of the origin of coal miners' unions in 
the United States, by Edward A. Wieck. 


The brewing industry and the brewery workers! movement in America, by Herman Schluter. 
International Union of United Brewery Workmen of America. 


A brief history of the United Cement, Lime and Gypsum Workers International Union, by 
the United Cement, Lime and Gypsum Workers International Union. Pamphlet 


The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters; its origin and development, by Brailsford 
Re Brazeal 


The Clothing Workers of Chicago, 1910-1922, by the Chicago Joint Board, Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America, 


The dark ship, by Richard 0. Boyer. National Meritime Union of America 


Ever forward; forty years of progress. Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. 
Pamphlet 


Fifty years of progress. Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, Pamphlet 


50 years of railroad signaling, Brotherhood of Railroad Signalmen of America, 
Pamphlet. 


The Fur and Leather Workers Union, a history of dramatic struggles and achievements, 
by Philip S. Foner. 


The headwear workers; a century of trade unionism, by Charles H. Green. United 
Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers International Union 


Historical highlights of Retail Clerks International Association, Pamphlet 


History of Oil Workers International Union, by Harvey O'Connor. 


History of the Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees, its birth and growth, 
1887-1955, by D. W. Hertel. 


A history of the Chicago Ladies' Garment Workers! Union, by Wilfred Carsel, 
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A history of the United Textile Workers of America. Pamphlet 


History of the U.I.U., by D. S. Schick. Upholsters International Union of North 
America. Pamphlet 


I, the unions; being the personalized trade union story of the Hebrew Butcher Workers 
of America, by Joseph Belsky. 


ILGWU news-history 1900-1950; the story of the Ladies' Garment Workers. International 
Ladies! Garment Workers! Union. Pamphlet. 


The labor movement in a government industry; a study of employee organization in the 
postal service, by Sterling D. Spero. National Federation of Post Office Clerks, 
National Association of Letter Carriers. United National Association of Post Office 
Clerks. 


The Laborers! story, 1903=1953; the first fifty years of the International Hod 
Carriers! Building and Common Laborers! Union of America, by Arch A. Mercey, 


A leader of the garment workers; the biography of Isidore Nagler, by Harry Haskel. 
International Ladies't Garment Workers Union. 


Machinists on the march. International Association of Machinists. Pamphlet. 


Meat and mens a study of monopoly, unionism and food policy, by Lewis Corey. Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen, 


Men and coal, by McAllister Coleman, United Mine Workers of America. 


The Mine Workers' District 50; the story of the Gas, Coke and Chemical Unions of 
Massachusetts and their growth into a national union, by James Nelson. 


The miner's fight for American standards, by John L. Lewis. United Mine Workers of 
America, 


The musicians and Petrillo, by Robert D. Leiter, American Federation of Musicians. 


Nonferrous metals industry unionism; 1932-195, a story of leadership controversy, by 
Vernon H, Jensen, International Union of Mine Mill and Smelter Workers. 


Pictorial history of Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees, 1887~1951. Pamphlet. 
A picture history of the UAW-CIO. United Auto Workers, CIO. Pamphlet. 


Portrait of an American labor leaders; William L. Hutcheson, saga of the United Brother~ 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, 1881-195, by Maxwell C, Raddock. 


The Progressive Mine Workers of Americas; a study in rival unionism, by Herriet D. 
Hudson, 


The revolt of the actors, by Alfred Harding. Actors! Equity Association. 


The rubber workers, labor organization and collective bargaining in the rubber in- 
dustry, by Harold S, Roberts, United Rubber Workers of America. 


A short history of the National Association of Letter Carriers. Pamphlet. 


Sidney Hillman; the labor statesman, a story in pictures and text of the man and the 
Amalgamated. Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. 
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"62"; biography of a union, by Harry Lang. Undergarment and Negligee Workers! Union, 
Local 62, International Ladies Garment Workers Union, 


Sixty years of achievement, 1892-1952 Amalgamated Association of Street, Electric, 
Railway and Motor Coach Employees of America. Pamphlet. 


Spotlight on a union; the story of the United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers 
International Union, by Donald B, Robinson, 


Tailor's progress; the story of a famous union and the men who meade it, by Benjamin 
Stolberg. International Ladies Garment Workers Union, 


The telegraphers, their craft and their unions, by Vidkunn Ulrikssen. Commercial 
Telegraphers Union. 


And then came TWU! 


Through fifty years with the Brotherhood Railway Carmen of America, by Leonard 
Painter. 


To promote the general welfare; the story of the Amalgamated, by Hyman H. Bookbinder, 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, 


The union and the coal industry, by Morton S, Baratz. United Mine Workers of America. 


Union house, union bar, by Matthew Josephson. Hotel and Restaurant Employees and 
Bartenders International Union. 


Union policies in the leather industry, by Leo C. Brown. United Leather Workers' 
International Union of America. United Leather Workers! International Union of Amer- 
ica, AFL. International Fur and Leather Workers! Union of the United States and 
Canada, 

Unions and telephone, by Jack Barbash, Communications Workers of America, 


The UAW and Walter Reuther, by Irving Howe. United Automobile Workers. 


UIU, its history, its policy, its record. Upholsters Internetional Union of North 
America. Pamphlet. 


White coller or noose?, by Leo F. Bollens. National Federation of Salaried Unions. 


The women's garment workers; a history of the International Ladies! Garment Workers! 
Union, by Lewis L. Lorwin. 








GOOD BOOKS ON LABOR 


The AFL~CIO Education Department recently prepared the following list, in 


response to a request for a list of "good books on labor, particularly 


biographies." 


Author Title of Book 





Dankert, Clyde Contemporary Unionism in 
the United States 
Labor in America 


Labor in America 


Dulles, F. R. 
Faulkner, H. & 
Starr, M. 


Fenichell, Stephen & 
Andrews, Philip 


The United Nations, 
Blueprint for Peace 


Fowler, Bertram Co-operative Challenge 


Gompers, Samuel 70 Years of Life & Labor 


Harris, Herbert American Labor 


adison, C, A. American Labor Leaders 


Myers, James Do You Know Labor? 


Peterson, Florence Survey of Labor Economics 


Pope, L. Labor's Contribution to Church 


& Community 


President's Committee on Civil Rights -- To 
Secure These Rights 


Prosser, Charles & 
Quigler, Thomas 


Vocation Education in a 
Democracy 


Stebbins, Richerd P, 
& The Research Staff 
of the Council of 
Foreign Relations 


The U. S. in World Affairs, 1950 


Waring, P.A. & 
Golden, C.S, 


Soil & Steel 


Winslow, Mary Woman et Work (Biography of 


Mary Anderson) 


Publisher 


Prentice-Hall 


Crowell 
Harper 


Winston 

Little-—Brown 

Dutton 

Yale University 
Press 

Harper 

Day 


Harper 


Harper 
Simon & Schuster 
Amer. Technical 


Society 


Harper 


Harper 


Univ. of Minnesota 
Press 





STEELWORKERS' EXHIBIT 


The United Steel-Workers of America have prepared a photographic exhibit, 
similar to "The Family of Man," celled "These are our People." A paper— 
bound book containing the pictures is also available. For information 
about either, write to Emery F, Bacon, United Steelworkers of America, 


1500 Commonwealth Building, Pittsburgh 22, Pennsylvania, 


LABOR PUBLICATIONS FOR A LABOR SERVICE 
Recent pamphlets from the AFL-CIO Department of Education, 815 16th 
Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. (Single copies free) 


Publication no, 29 The Trade Union and You, 





30 ARCts of Trade Unionism, 





33 How to do it! 8 p. Gives ideas on programs for 





locals covering national legislative issues, working 
with farmers, educating on international affairs, 
and economic issues for workers, Includes descrip-= 
tions of pamphlets, films, and sources of informa- 
tion for each subject. 


38 Farmers and Workers, 





International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Wheat Automation Means to You 





10 p. free. Research Dept., 25 Louisiana Ave., N.W., Washington 1, D.C. 








COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 1956-57 


Mrs. Dorothy Kuhn Oko, New York Public Library, Labor Education Service, 
20 W. 53rd Street, New York 19, New York (1958), Chairman 


Mrs. Mary Backer, Branch #13, Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Maryland 
(1958), Secretary 


Paul Bartolini, Supervisor, Neighborhood Libraries, Public Library, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin (1958) 


Sylvia Cline, Greenwich Public Library, Greenwich, Conn. 


John E, Cosgrove, Assistant Director, Department of Education, AFL/CIO, 
815 16th Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. (AFL/CIO) 


Thomas E, Cosgrove, Assistant Director of Education, Textile Workers 
Union of America, 99 University Place, New York 3, New York 
(AFL/CIO) 

Mrs. Helga Basson, Public Library, Miemi, Florida (1958) 

Edith Estabrooks, Free Public Library, New Brunswick, New Jersey (1958) 


Mrs. Shirley F. Harper, Industrial Relations Center Library, University 
of Chicago, Chicago 37, Illinois (1958) Editor 


Mrs. Thelma Jackman, Public Library, Los Angeles, California (1958) 


Richard Kendziorski, Education Staff, Michigan Industrial Union Council, 
716 Lothrop Avenue, Detroit 2, Michigan (AFL/CIO) 


Carl J. Megel, President, American Federation of Teachers, 28 E, Jackson 
Boulevard, Chicago , Illinois (AFL/ CIO) 


Joseph Mire, Inter-University Labor Education Committee, 1303 University 
Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin (1958) 


Orlie Pell, Publications and Research Associate, Americen Labor Educa} 
tion Service, Inc., 1776 Broadway, New York 19, New York (1958) 


Everett Sanders, Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri (1958) 
Nell Scott, Public Library, Denver, Colorado (1958) 


Ruth Shapiro, Public Library, Milwaukee, Wisconsin (1957) 


The opinions expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent the 


policy or views of the Joint Committee on Library Service to Labor Groups 


of the American Library Association, 
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